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Thank You, Meg 


Meg Enkler, the DEP's Recycling Education Coordinator for ten 
years, has left this position to be the Environmental Education 
Coordinator at Dinosaur State Park in Rocky Hill. During Meg's 
decade in the recycling program, she presented hundreds of 
programs to adults and children, hauled educational displays all over 
the state, coordinated the Ray Cycle shows, edited the Garbage 
Gazette, actively participated in the Connecticut Recyclers 
Coalition, was webmaster for the Waste Bureau, and last, but not 
least, coordinated the America Recycles Day in the state since 1997. 
We marveled at her ability to juggle all these tasks with efficiency, 
organization and grace. We miss her very much and wish her success in her new position. 





Southeast Elementary in Mansfield - 
Green School Contest Winner for 2003 


As part of the celebration of America Recycles Day (ARD), the Connecticut Recycler's Coalition 
(CRC) sponsored a "Green Schools" contest to recognize outstanding school recycling programs. 
The contest has been part of ARD for six out of the seven years Connecticut has celebrated this 
event. Southeast Elementary School in Mansfield Center was the sole winner this year. The 
school, under the direction of teacher Mickey Maheu and with the support of principal Norma 
Fisher-Doiron, continues to do an exemplary job with their environmental programs. In fact, 
Southeast is no stranger to receiving awards; this is their second Green School Award, having 
won in 1998. They have also recently received a State Legislative Citation and the national 
Green Flag awards for their efforts. It 1s easy to see why. The school recycles all of the 
mandatory items, plus #1, #2 and #6 plastics, sneakers, toner cartridges and cell phones. Their 
composting program includes lunchtime waste from their school and two other elementary 
schools and the students are actively engaged in composting process from start to finished 
product. Members in the school's Green Thumb Club visit classrooms to demonstrate how to 
correctly use recycling bins. The school also purchases products, such as paper bathroom tissue, 
breakfast bags and cafeteria pan liners with recycled content. Even the front garden boxes are 
made from recycled plastic. Faculty and staff reduce waste by making double-sided copies and 
reuse paper as much as possible. Teachers are also encouraged to receive environmental training 
through SNAP, a Connecticut Audubon program. Last but not least, the school's character 
education program promotes respect, responsibility, cooperation and caring towards themselves, 
others and the environment. 


On December 12, CRC president C.J. May presented 
the Green School Award at an assembly for the entire 
school. Judy Prill, Office of Pollution Prevention, 
represented the DEP and Virginia Walton, CRC 
member and Mansfield Recycling Agent were also 
present at the ceremony. HP Hood, Inc., a generous 
supporter of ARD for many years, will also provide an 
ice cream party for the entire school in the spring. For 
more information on Southeast's inspiring program, 
please contact Mickey Maheu at 860-423-1611 or 


_ 


C.J. May, CRC, (center) presents the Green 
School Award to Principal Norma Fisher- 
Doiron (1) and teacher Mickey Maheu (r). 





maheumn @mansfieldct.org. 


Connecticut Recycles Day - 2003 Prize Winners Announced 


Congratulations to the winners of the 7” Connecticut Recycles Day drawing. There were almost 3,000 
entries this year collected at more than 70 events all over the state and from the national website. 
Winners were drawn at Signature Marketing in Simsbury. Fourteen adults and four schools won prizes 
geneorously donated by our sponsors. This information is also posted on our website at 


www.dep.state.ct.us/wst/recycle/prizes.htm. 


Adult Prizes 


Two Night Mid-week Stay at the 
Great Cedar Hotel Foxwoods Resort 
Donated by Mashantucket Pequots 
Won by A. Kinney, Waterbury 
27 Cubic Foot NovaWood 

Compost Bin 
Donated by OBEX, Inc. 

Won by I. Hanley, Woodbury 
Compost Bin and Rain Saver 
Donated by Signature Marketing, LLC 
Won by R. A. Olmstead, Newington 


5 XL Recycled Fleece Vests 
Donated by Tetra Pak Inc. 
Won by G. Essig, (New Haven), 
W. Osada (Windsor Locks), J. Spolowich (Kent), 
N. Waters (Middletown, B. Wynne (Sterling) 


Computer 
Donated by JC Penney Catalogue 
Fulfillment Center, Manchester 
Won by Laurelton Hall, Milford 


$150 for the Purchase of Library 

Books on Environmental Topics 
Donated by Waste Management 
Won by Laurelton Hall, Milford 


$50 Gift Certificate to 
"It's Only Natural" Restaurant 
Donated by the restaurant 
Won by C. Pralea, Old Saybrook 


Dinner for Two at Seasons Buffet 
Donated by Mohegan Sun 
Won by R. Tremblay, Middletown 


Year's Supply of Ice Cream 
Donated by HP HOOD Inc. 
Won by S. Lee, Waterbury 


3 Recycled Fleece Blankets 
Donated by the American Plastics Council 
Won by N. Arena (Wallingford), E. Hicks 

(Middletown), J. Strasser (New Haven) 


Recycled Plastic Bench 
Donated by O'Brien & Sons, Inc. 
Won by Moody Elementary School, 
Middletown 


$500 Recycling Services for 
Fluorescent Lamps 
Donated by Northeast Lamp Recycling, Inc. 
Won by Worthington Hooker Middle School, 


New Haven 





Connecticut Recycles Day, 2004 - Already? 
We want to know what you think about America Recycles Day! 


While the 2003 CT ARD is history, plans have already begun at the national level for next 
year's event. In previous years, plans for Connecticut's roll-out of the event also start well in 
advance of America Recycles Day, celebrated on November 15" every year. 





The Connecticut Recyclers Coalition and the DEP have worked together to make this event successful for 
seven years. Many of the same people have worked hard on the CT ARD committee for years soliciting 
prizes from sponsors, planning events in their own towns and brainstorming ways to bring awareness to 
CT residents about the importance of reducing, reusing and recycling. 


The event planning takes time and as you are all aware, we have limited and diminishing resources at the 
state and municipal level. We would like to know what you think about ARD. Please take a few minutes 
to answer the questions listed below. You can reply to: NPECKHAM @list.state.ct.us or 
nan.peckham@po.state.ct.us or call Nan Peckham at 860-424-3357. 

e Do you think ARD 1s an effective way to promote recycling? Why’ 


e Do you have any creative ideas how we can promote ARD given that we may not have the resources 
at the DEP to devote to the event? 


e Advertising works, but costs money. How can we spread the message without many resources? 


e Soliciting and distributing prizes is time intensive. How important do you think the CT prizes are? 
To adults? To the schools? 


e Are you willing to be on the 2004 CT America Recycles Day Committee? 


Thank You! 


Department of Environmental Protection, 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 06106 
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